THE PITCHES TOURNAMENT RULES

All teams must agree to abide by The Pitches Tournament rules at all times. 
Any team not abiding by these rules may be removed from the tournament.

1) Registration
a) All teams must complete a tournament registration form prior to their first fixture. 

b) Up to 8 players can be registered in one team. No player can play for 2 teams unless there are special circumstances.
c) The registration fee is £**** and must be paid prior to the first fixture.
2) Playing Rules
a) Dependant on the amount of teams entering the tournament, each game will last, ***** minutes in a group stage format with the top FOUR in the groups into the knockout stage.
b) Only 5 players will be permitted on the pitch at any one time.
c) Each team will consist of a minimum of 4 outfield players and a goalkeeper.
d) Each team may use 3 rolling substitutes per match made at any time with the permission of the referee.
e) The goalkeeper may only be subbed once during a match.
f) All players must be attired in the proper clothing and footwear. No screw in studs or blades are permitted. Moulded sole boots are acceptable. 
g) No peak caps or jewellery are permitted. All players are recommended to wear shin guards

h) Both halves of the game will be started with a kick from the centre mark .The game will be re-started in this manner after each goal. A goal can be scored directly from centre.

i) No height restrictions during play. Heading is NOT permitted. If someone heads the ball, a free kick is awarded to the other team.
j) If the ball leaves the field of play then the ball must be returned to the opposition goalkeeper.

k) All opposition players must be at least 5 feet from all dead ball situations. 

l) All penalties must be taken with a 1 step run up.
m) Players must not slide tackle. This will result in a free kick.
n) The ball must not be headed. This will result in a free kick.
o) Goalkeepers must return the ball into play using an underarm bowling action. The ball must not be kicked out. A free kick will be given against this.
p) Goalkeepers may not receive the ball back directly from a player they have passed to. A free kick will result
q) Goalkeepers must release the ball from hands in 6 seconds. A free kick will result.
r) No player may enter their own goal area (other than the goalkeeper). This will result in a penalty.
s) No player may enter the opposition’s goal area. The ball will be returned to the goalkeeper.
t) Goalkeepers must not intentionally leave their goal area. This will result in a penalty.
u) There must be no tackling in the corners. All players must be allowed to turn.
3) Discipline Rules
IN THE INTERESTS OF FOOTBALL, THE PITCHES PROMOTES FAIR PLAY

Any player receiving a caution (yellow card) must spend 3 minutes in the sin bin 
(Time is of the discretion of the match referee).

a) Any player who receives a red card must leave the field of play.
b) If a team is reduced to three players the opposition will be awarded the game by 10 – 0 (unless the score at the time is greater)

c) Any violence or players swearing at referees will be red carded and THE TEAM may be disqualified from the whole tournament with no refunds given.
d) The following minimum timescales are in place for red cards:
- Two Yellow Cards – 1 match ban

- Serious Foul Play – 2 match ban

- Foul and Abusive Language – 2 match ban

- Violent Conduct – 3 match ban
THE PITCHES MANAGEMENT DECISIONS WILL BE FINAL IN ALL TOURNAMENT MATTERS
